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DARK ANIGHT DAYS

BY FRANK MILLER
16 SePTEMBER 1996

1963. (OR Is IT ‘642 THE EXACT YEAR IS UNCERTAIN. BUT THE MEMORY IS VIVID.)
A department store in Vermont. I'm 6 (or 7) years old. I come across an 80-page Giant
comic starring Batman. I open it. I look it:over: I fall in.

I wish I'd kept a diary. But who-tould've’known? Nobody, that's who.

Well, maybe Dick Giordano. Maybe Dick had some idea where all this might take
us. He was editor-in-chief of DC Comics at the time, and he'd been pushing this Batman
thing for many a month. Whether Dick saw what might come of it:or not, he was relent-
less. He was fixated.

1984. In‘any number of restatrants and hotel bars. Many times. Dick Giordano
says sure, Batman's sales ate flat. But look at what happens any time somebody conducts
one of those reader surveys in the fanzines. Batman's just about everybody's favorite
character. The time'is 'more _than ripe fora high-profile; all-ont relaunch of the old
war horse.

But that was just it-That was exactly what came to bother me about Batman. He
wasn't old, damn'him. Despite nearly fifty years of continuous publication, there he was,
unwrinkled, handsome, perpetually twenty-nine. Never a Kink in that tree-trunk neck.
Never a moment fretting the possibility that his athletic prowess would ever. fade.
Perpetually young, younger than Magic Johnson or Michael Jordan. Impervious to time
itself.

1985. My apartment in New York City./A sudden realization, and not a pleasant
one. My thirtieth birthday is right around the corner. I'm paised to turn one year older
than Batman.

I've come to accept, in recent years, that Spider-Man is younger than my little
brother, but Batman? Batman? My favorite childhood hero? That lantern-jawed, ever-
wise father figure? I'm actually gonna be older than Batman?

This was intolerable. Something had to be done.

Later that sarme year. On board an airplane headed for Texas. Dick Giordano and I
sip white'wine and talk. Enthusiastically, if clumsily, I lay out to him the collection of
ideas I've got for this Batman thing he’s wanted me to do. The ¢entral notion is tosfm-
ply move Batman through time, and/chronicle his last case: Move-him through time,
and, just by happenstance, make him once again much older than I am.

I fire a barrage of scenes at Dick. He urges me on. It's a raw, rambling narrative
hit him with, not yet a story at all, a mixed bag of cool things Batman will do-and say
that winds up with an ending that could never work — and even, should it work, is one
DC would never publish.

At this stage, THE DARK KNIGHT RETURNS is, to use the technical term, a mess.
But it's a very enthusiastic mess. I'm red-hot to get started. And a good editor knows




when to let the process begin. Dick gives it a thumbs-up, no doubt praying he'll be able
to keep me from doing too much damage.

Putting the team together was the easiest part, Your basic no-brainer. A piece of
cake. When it came to working with other artists, I'd already been lucky as a fool, twice
over.

My longtime partner Klaus Janson had brought'a crackling energy and verve to my
pencil art.on Marvel Comics' Daredevil. By the time“we'd finished our Daredevil run,
Klaus had'taken on the lion's share of the drawing, so. much so that he took over as sole
artist when 1 left:the title. The question was whethér he'd want to collaborate again.
More luck: he did:

After leaving Daredevil, I went to work on my first comics novel, RONIN, pub-
lished by DC Comics. Painter, Lynn Varley joined mie, and, chapter by chapter, set a
brand-new standard of excellence in comic-book color. Lynn actually redefined the very
role of color onithe comic-book page, bringing such modd and temperature and drafts-
manship to my linework that the black-and-white was plainly incomplete without her
artistry. Even the story itself was a colder, unfinished thing before she took her brush to
it For color artists to come, Lynn raised the bar to the stratosphere.

Atess visible member of the RONIN team was Bob Rozakis, DC production boss,
who stayed up as late as we did during grueling press checks and solved-countless
unforeseen problems. This was an ambitious project and a wildly transitional time, and
new challenges hit almost hourly. Bob's contribution was quiet, but criicial. With him on
the job, we knew we could set our sights high.

Also crueial to the final look and feel of any book is the expertise’of the art direc-
tor. From the late Neal Pozner to Richard Bruning and onward, DC's made stire to have
somebody awfully good in that position. As this edition should"demonstrate, that's a
practice DC continues to this day.

1977. DC President Jenette Kahn's apartnfent. A party. Curious ‘to look over
Jenette's collection of mystery novels, I run into an affable, witty fellow, writer Mike W.
Barr. Almost,instantly, a friendship begins. It doesn't take long before we find ourselves
talking about Batiman. Ideas fly back and forth. They will continue to fly just about every
time Mike and'I chat, for all the years to come.

1979. The editorial-offices of Marvel Comics. “That's a Batman idea," says writer
and then-editor Jo Duffy, responding to a scene I want to write into Daredevil. It's hard-
ly the first time she's had to say that. Ever encouraging and expert in her suggestions, Jo
is editor, colleague, consultant and friend. Of course, over the years to come, she has a
lot to say about Batman.

Nothing is created in a vacuum, and brother! is that true when you're messing with
a character who's loved by generations. Ideas flutter like muses through party chatter
and dinner conversations and breaks in dime-ante poker games.

Leave us say if I were to try to list every other writer out there who had something
to offer about Batman, there wouldn't be room in this volume for the story you're about
to read.




It was a roller coaster ride, making DARK KNIGHT was, with lurching ups and
downs, countless regrettable arguments and welcome surprises. Sometimes pulling it all
together, I felt less like an author than a circus ringmaster. There was so much in the air,
so many of those fluttering muses.

And there was Batman‘himself. He was the real boss. As he was quickto assert,
Batman-has a personality and purpose all his own, a definable core. He's neither petty
nor petulant. He's no whiner; there’s not a trace of self-pity in his soul. He's smart. He's
noble. And most important, he's big. His passions are grand. Even his unhappiness is not
depressing, but a brooding, Wagherian torment. And his triumphs are Olympian;

He insists.

Then, paradoxically, all the goofy stuff, the on-the-face-of-itpreposterous-stuff,
nudges its'way, back in. The Batcave just isn't complete without thatfifty-foot penmy.
When Comsissioner Gordon wants to summon his favorite outlaw, he doesn't do it dis-
creetly, like.anybedy with a lick of sense would./Nah. He lights up the whole sky with
the Bat Signal.Given a hundred more pages of DARK KNIGHT to write'and draw, I might
well have brought giant typewriters and the Bat-Mite into the mix.

Id, never intended touse Robin. But then, one day, I pictured a little bundle of
btight colofs léaping over buildings, dwarfed by a gray-and-black giant...anid there she
was. Robin.

Not that my version‘Sprang into my head full-blown,

1985/ At 30,000 feet. I talk to"cartoonist John Byrne“abott Batman. John talks to
me aboutiRobin. Robindnust be a girl he says. He mentions a drawing by Love &
Rocketsrartist Jaimé Hernandez of a female Robin. To provehis poitit, John provides me
with'a pencil sketchof his own.

Bt it took-Lynn Varley to give Carrie Keane Kelley her,tfue voice. It's no exagger-
ation at all to'say that Lynin edited and co-wrote Robiii's; afd the other youngsters', dia-
logue. This i only on¢ paltry example of what Lynn brought to DARK KNIGHT, even
beyond her palette and brush. As much as this book is mine, it s hers.

Colleagues, friends, and those fluttering muses. They were all quite generous.

I got to scratch a whopper of an itch. With one hell of a lot of help, I got to send a
gift back in time to that kid in Vermont who opened a Batman comic and fell in, never
entirely to emerge.

DEDICATED TO
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CITY OF GOMAM.

/‘/Eﬂ/? 1

wuyﬂﬂumuuyvluugmmup wr|

ZRAAST LI
Fom 60////7/{1‘; ‘-’,EW,N
ERS,, /TS

TOMIGHT WE
PERSED m arNG
SoEchas Ao




17 CONCENTRATES A FOWERRUL |4
STIMULANT 70 A SEcriow oF - [
ISPHERE oF |

THE RIGHT
| YOUR BRAIN.



APFARENTLY A DETONATOR THE 16MITION PROCESS.
T0B, THAT WOULD MAKE ALREADY smnrﬂ? Z ta/w
SENEE. e

1"IJE 'Vﬂb
b.0--.12

BRILLIANT DESIGN--WORTHY 1574m>#fkf Aroe 507 FREEZE IT. ANDIF.
7HE JOKE 5 BERUTIFUL TWIN 1 HAD THE TIME OR THE
mwms, wmv RIGHT -~

m/(/vc; ﬂrim ms
TAVE TWENTY MINUTES
70 SAVE THEM.




Lo s roae- PR 00 T
70 8E-- ow,
FREIGHT GRN'T ARMOR MY

--MAGNUM
HITS ME LIKE A
IN--7HE PLATE HOLDS -~ LEFT ARM NUMB







HES 607 youRr 6
HARVEY, AND EAE. ;

N

HE'S GoT 0.

oF.
TN 1

NoT M.
LEFT.

masLy
LIPU)
ry

-

NFORTUNATELY FOR HiM,
MORE

Tt m

.. AND INSPIRES THE

T I M N e WE 20 FALL FR0M THIS HEISHT. AND
YOU'RE LIKELY 10 STAY CONSCIOUS
AL THE WY DOWN.

=

THERE

MISHT vor
BE Ay
FINGER-
PRINTS.
| HARVEY.
[t
oo PROBAGLY
BE USELESS,







TAKE A LOOK...
HAVE YOUR LA
\I'M AXED ALL RIGHT.







B 0 0 K T W O

THE Dank Bwictr Thiumphaw




M&w WIIH CRIME As‘
/a/om

METBL THAT LSED D BE A2
FRIENDLY MERCHANT.

ME, I CAN T LOOK AT THAT

THERE
T W/VM\G OF THE,
SEVENTY -
2 Z 2 /N SleS LIKE THAT....

.. SHOT OR STABBED OR 700 STUPID, OR 700
ZATH .

THEY WERE 700

I SEEA HIGH-PRICED CAR,
GLEAING LIKE NEW IN
THE.

7 OMCE
SHMBOL OF WEALTH AND.
rm% I F
vicrms.

A YouMs BOY ST
ME,; HEALTHY, DIRTY, AND
BEAUTIFU

Z/M AMAZED--AS MY HERD.
GOES LIGHT AND THE SPOTS
mﬂclefmv/afmf

7/#7’5//5 CAVVIMCEL
psmw g /M}’WV

z /‘/W A GIRLISH GIGGLE
0 THE COLD , OILED

/)'D OF A GUN BEING
COCKED BEHIND NE.

SE/W!FM“IA’IMER Wﬁlﬂ




<+ . THE COUNCIL OF MOTHERS | ANOTHER PETITION ON THE
MAYOR'S DESK CAME FRON

THE VICTINS RIGHTS TRSK
FORCE, DEMANOING AN

OFF/CIAL SAVCTION OF THE
VIGILANTE s ACTMITIES...







2

q
SRR
THANK YLy, HERNANGD
THIS 1S THE THIRD
COMMISSIONER -~ 1P7 O GORDONS LIFE
You JuUsT SHOT A IV THE THREE WEEKS SIMCE
BoY. HoW DOES THE LERGER OF 7HE
THAT FEEL? MUTANT ORGANIZATION
COMMISSIONER .. . MRDE KIS VIDECTRAPED
DEATH TREAT...

[ACING MANDATORY  MICE OF JIM 0 OFFER, BUT
LATER TS I 7HIK WE ALL koW’
WEEK, HA THINGS 'LL COOL OUT OMeE
STRY AT THE JOBUNTILTHE  HE STEPS DOV, THE
MUTANT CRISIS AAS BEEN MUTANTS HAVE 4 THING

RESOLVED, POLICE MEDIA ABOUT HIM. . VO, I THINK
RELATIONS DIRECTR LOUIS 175 JIE FOR NEW BLOCD..
GALLAGHER HRD THIS TO SAY..

GOOD DUESTION, LOLA.
MRS. JOYCE RIDLEY WAS
AOMITTED 70 A PRIVATE
HOSPITAL UPSTATE FOR
ZmsniL PooLmve AND WHAT WILL BECOVE PSYCHIATRIC. OBSERVATION.
OPINIONS., OFFICIAL POSITION ON

%
M SpLL POOLING THE BATMAN ? 7om?
OPINIONS .

STRANGELY, THAT 'NEW BLOOD"

BE OFFICALLY
. WAL

HER 7EN-MONTH BABY,
KEVIN, HEIR 70 7HE
RIDLEY CHEWING GUM
FORTUNE, /5 S7ILL
M/ESING, ANYOVE WiTH
INFORMATION 15 LRSED
70 CALL THE CRISIS  »
HOTLINE...




MULLION-
T ou
[ﬂ 7| NEVERHEAR
L idd o\ T
7 .
Lol 7
: =y
(\\ N 7 CALLIN IN
2kl g
i . \ = WHERE AN
// | WHE.







iy
o
w
=

-
s
4
a
=
0
i

i1



TONIGHT, WE WILL EXAMINE ... JOINING LS
THESE - AND MANY, HIS IMPACT ON OLR GOTHAM CITV~-DR.
-~ AeE

OTHERS PER,
THE REACTIONS 0 A METROPOLIS- - WE HAVE POPULAR F5)

ENOMENON, THAT HAS LANA LANG, MANAGING SOCIAL SCIENTST, AUTHOR
STRUCK /i NERVE CENTER ~ EPITOR OF THE DAILY OF THE BEST-SELUNG
IV OUR SOCIETY-~ THE PLANET... “HEY--IM OKAY".,

RETURN OF THE BATMAN.

7. 76140 YU RSED I

camep. | TED, 1745 TRUE T RS A VAST, MOKST MEMBRANE

s, RESPONSIBLE THIS BATMAN HAS “-7HROUEH THE MEDIA,
TS, THE ECONOMICALLY, DS - BAIMAN HAS STRUCK THIS.

STILL CRME RATES HAVE ADVANTAGED AND SOCIRLY  MEMBRANE A VICIOUS BLW,

SO 7 STEADY DROPIN --8LT HIS

AV
e AND [T HAS RECOILED, HENCE

STANSTICS.




By AT SO ATCAY, TS HARVY DENT - - WILL BEBENT IO THE THAT'S LANA--
BE TRACED 70 IRREGPONSIBLE 'S RECOVERING STEAOILY, _/MATRYY OF BATIMAY & THE PLERSE--
V.22 A , (OLOGICAL SELF-DELUSION.  DUMBEST THE
THE PRESENCE OF SUCH AV T ROLE OF BATNAN 15, IN THIS COVIEXY--  LOAD NETWORK -~
ABERRANT, VIOLENT FORCE 1DEOLOGICAL DOPPELGANGER  AND PARONY THE TR ...
N THE MEDIA CAN MY TOTHE BATIAN, S0 AWHOLE A SOC/AL DISERSE...
LE4D 70 AV -SOCIAL EW GENERATN,

PROGRAMMING.

HECK, TED. HELL GET ARDUND
7044 CE.IT5 MOISY,ALL RIGHT. THAT.

RETTY SOV WOW.
SCONER OR LATER BUT THE Y6 CI INGSIL DROP ON
& 'S GREAT SHOW B(Z.

THIS ONE AND IT UL BLOW
BESIOFS, I THINK
HISSHOW — THE WHOLE THING'S JUST
AS LIKELY A HOAX.
" VE POVE |

WE LIVE IN THE SHRPDOW
L/ EN U Ol
THAT WE ARE froiladh 5”""”’”5 ”5_';/,’;,”’5
ENCE; OF
56\:'/41 IMPOJENCE .




LAVA-- YU

HAVEN T EXACTLY

ANSWERED MY
PUESTION..

I DON'T THINK
YOU UNDERSTAND
THE SITUATION.
'RE NOT IN

A POSITION TO
NECOTIATE,



THE SCREAM ALOVE
/5 WORTH (T,

1 HEARD
THIS 1S
A cov
GAME.
i
S
z. €.




17 THE TRAIN, THINKS| I VARICOSE VEINS, THE DOCTR  SURGERY.WITH NO INSURANCE
egesrer corcomaN. || SAID. ERSY FORHIN TOTELL AL
Y LEGS NEVER HURT : HER 7O QUIT HER 0B, EASY
LIKE TS WHEN T i z FORHIN 70 ALK ABOUT
SURGERY.

SHE AICTUR
42 ABLE LITTLE HANBS,
OV THE TRBLE TOMIGHT. WHAT
WITH THE TN -OFF NOTICE
17 WRS WRONG 70 SPEND THE
77P ON THE PAIN -

can

| MCE R WITH.
CITICORP WHEN THEY
READSSESSED HER CAR.

HER
BEGS LIKE
A WINO FOR
A TEN-DALLAR
PAINT SE)
@y
1
HE

SHE FEELS THE SOUARE OF THEN SHE FEEL
METAL AND THANKS GED HEAYY AND ROUND LIKE A/
AND CAN'T HELP BUT CRY. APPLE IN HER PURSE. ... womp

T TT EXPLODES IN
SUBWARY STATION -~
FILM AT ELEVEN.
e
‘
| -
%l
8 > \
\ 2

/,




W/EGBVEA’HLSW
15 AN ANTHEN OF

OROERS BARKED
BEWEEN LEACENING
EXPLOSH
ey pfﬂssc/ms
BOVE TH




. JVous ION OF THE
rioLEY Y. A Ko,
A SAD MITE - - FOUR- ST

o, SINCE MIS INSURANCE
ComPRNY RerusED 70

SPONVSOR A RARE
TREATMENT THAT MAY
HAVE SAVED HIS WIFE
WHO 15 DYIMG FROM
HODGKIN'S DISERSE IN
OTHER NEWS....

.. ROLICE /MEDIA DIRECTOR
ULLAGHER HAS

Lous &

PROMISED AN ANSWER
S0ON 1D THE QUESTIC THATS
on 5 MND-- WHO
WILL BE THE NEW POLICE
COMMISSIONER OF GOTHAM EXECUTIVE

ELECTION..

KNOW.
THAT 7 AND T'VE GWEN
I A 01‘ OF

'S LOOKING GOOD TO
/VE Hes Aw/zﬂstf--
AND HE'

=T R




WELL,ALL RIEAT, mumfx——
1L MAKE A ZECASIN.
SHoW

L SEEMS TOME
BLACKE ARSSE) THAT THIS 1S
YOUR HONOR. 1'mNoT YOUR
BesiDES, DALE'S [ NeutkaL. )| | cuanee, your
on wHo sA%S | | Honor - 10
BANANY m SHOW WHAT AQTYis 2 1 ALREADY
THING, AND YoU NEUTRAL? | | A (LEADER MAKING C ¢ HAVE, SIR..
RNOW WHAT YOUR | T'm ARE -~ DECISION L Y )
OWN NEUTRALITY | CWFLICTED_J| TO MAKE A
1S cose DI
YOU, . ABOUT BATIAN....
maseR W WHO £L5E,
BRUCEZJ\  ALFRED? THAT THE
SIGNAL IS COMING
FROM INSIDE
E--
™AT'S
RIHT, )
ALFRED,
T'M TAKING
HER Q.
o
.‘-——‘
T HIT THE ENGINE. Z AM EXCITED-O,
SHE RESPONDS T YOU TELL o CAPTAIV
T I THRILED? - T GIVE
YESTERDAY. YU THE MEXT POLICE YINOEL.
COMMISSIONER OF

IMSURARUSED THERE YES. T UL BE SAECIFIC. MY
78 A CONTRVERSY. FIRST AT A6 POLICE.
S ACTIONS ARE. COMMISSIONER W/LL BE 7O
UALLY CRIMINAL.  [SSUE AN ARREST
7 WILL HAVE HIM. ROR THE BATMAN OV
BROUGHT 70 TRIAL CHARBES ISSAULT,
EXCUSE MEZ.. BREAKING AND ENTERNG,

CREATING A PUBLIC HAZARD..




BEFORE THE
FARMLANDS.

1T SMEULS OF
IND RUST--
IREEOING

GROUA
INSECTE AND
RODENTS.

RoT Al
TS A Bi

I eur THE
ENGINE AND
LISTEN TO OVE
THE
ROVENTS.

CALL US A 0B
THEY THINK. WE
JUST NOISY'

KIDS.

"=~ WE HAVE THE STRENGTH--

WE HAVE THE W/LL-- AND
NOW WE HAVE THE GUNS.







SOMETHING BOUNCES.
HULL THAT MUST HAVE COME FRom
A BAZOOKA.

THEY 00 GacH R
i D







EXCEPT HES GOT
EXARCTLY THE KIND
OF BODY T WISH HE.
DIDN'T HAVE.
.. POWERFUL., WiTHOUT
EVOUSH BULK 70 SLow
41 DOWN,..



















ROV STAR HOT GATES, /N OTHER NEWS, GALAXY

T00RY SIBNED A MELVE- BA’WJ&WS Wésmi/w
JANES OLSEN AS:
VIEWERS /mr THE /E!W;/av
WRITERS ‘STRIKE, NOW IV IT5

. FOURTH )ﬂk WL mor
16 1T FOR THE AFFECT THE YEAR'S
A//DS ’ sms GATE PROGRAMMING...

THE mmou AERRMANCE - THIS TUST IN--EYEWITNESSES
COMMSSION, "REPORT EXPLOSIONS
RIPPING ACROSS THE

DUMP A NEWS
FOUR HELICOPTER /S ON
175 WAY, FOLKS...

CREXIBILITY P!
A e
PERCEPTION DURING THE

mw”f_' CRISIS. ..







BATMAN /5 4 COWARD. LET HiM @O 0 MIS
1 BROKE 115 B0NES. 7 i M,,Mm
THE FoOL T HIS DS IS DAY

MADE fit1 BES 2 ) & g7 ”;W :

ONLY BY CHEATING D10 ey 4 ‘ =

HE ESCAPE ALIVE. . INCING

ME...DON'T

WORRY...

MINE'S gy el
BRUCE... | You Jusr,
NoW--DON'T |

TRY TO
SPEAK--




HEEF(]&W& l?ﬂ
A,

f\\_{“

SPEAKIN A HOUSE OF
IGN'T [T 2 LISTEN-- PUT ALL.

FEEL BETTER.

NOW THAT'S A FAIVE WAY TO
MEDCINE,

THE GUARDS YOU WANT IN THE
STUDIO, IF IT WILL MAKE YoU

SIR--1 URGE Yo TO REJECT
DR, WOLPERS SUGGESTION.

1 DON'T DESERVE
CHARITY... MY CRIMES,, WERE
YOND




...SOMETHING
SHUFFLES,
OUT OF SIGHT.,.
.. SOMETHING
STALE AR,




Mﬁsﬂ’//va n//s mEssﬂéé THIS WHOLE SITUATION 15

S, THERESULT 4
éksamwwr INCOMPAETENCE - AND OF .
pems cone e H/MSELFI/VD/‘MS men e e, aroo
Covesine L e WMIE’”EW A
was UTANT LEADER.., TO

NOTATALL , BILL. FRAPKLY
I EXPECT THE MAYER'S
CREDIBILITY RATING 7O




Wd[ﬂ MMP ‘//\655 THE
S POCKET
/7/1/0 pee T e
MARGUEE AND BOES WOT
THROW P,

HIM THIS AFTERNOON

AND TRANSHERRED

"STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN'
70 7PE.

FORTY-SEVEN
TIMES UVTL HE

CERTAIN THAT
FATHER DON WAS
RIGHT.

HE LOST I TEMPER AND.

BROKE THE RECORD WD FOR

PIECES THAT WIERE EXACTLY
THE SAME SIZE.

RN N ROW W RoW
O ROW OF PICTURES OF

THETIRE(S
"My SWEET SATAN,

HE THINKS ABOUT LED ZEPPELIN HE HAD MOT
AIND HOW THEY ARE TRVING Known ABUT

o kL him.

THE YOUNG GIRL WHO WAS
PRINTED TUST LIKE A WHORE
SCREAMED FOR THE MANAGER
AND THE MANASER WALKED
U F0M) THE BACK Roo!
AND WOLLDY'T EVEN LISTEN
AND FIRED ARNOLD CRINE.

LEOZEPPELIN
LINTIL FATHER

A
DOWON TV HAD
EXPLAINED IT
LAST NIGHT.

BUT THE YOUNG GIRL WO
WAS PAINTED LIKE 4 WHORE
DION'T BELIEVE HIM.

THAT WAS TS ﬂf/m
W 1//5 sw

THESCREEN A NUN A NN

1S DOING SOMETHING VD
SHES PAerEDEMmY LIKE
A W &

THAT WHS THS AFTERNOCN, IV
HE STORE. HE EIPM/NEP

17 0 HER VERY CAREFULY.

SHE SAID AWFUL WORDS.

EVERY MORNING AND EVENING
UNTIL TOMIGHT OF COURSE
HE HAD WALKED SIX BLOCKS
OUT OF HIS WAY 70 AVOID
THIS NEIBHBORHOOD.

THREE SLANIN
FINSPIRED
PORN THEATER.
.

7.
DETAILS 70
FOLLOW.




1RON MAN VARSRUEZ CAN'T TASTE
B4R

&/ seve I
| THE SIXTY DOLLARE.
THIRTY FOR EACH LEG,
HETHINKS, FEELING
NOTHING.

HE PUSHES THROUSH THE
COTTON IV HIS HEAD AND
REMEMBERS THE LAST TIME
HE FELT SOMETHING.

THE VEXT
VASQUEZ
HE'S STANDING IN A
RESTAURANT WITH.

SOMEPING
ONHIS FACE AND AGUN IN HIS

AND WHEN HE.

SCREAM DOV THE
STREET, HE KNOWS HE
SHOULD BE AFRAIP.

TIME 1R AN
FEELS SOMETHING,
NG

SUPBENLY HIS EYES STIMG.

AND 1RO AN HURTS AL
AND REALIZES HE'S

READING ABOUT A MAN.

INSTEAD HE'S LOOKING AT THE
SXTEM

BERUNFUL SHOP LOOK LIKE

7 4

g "%

CcRAZED WouLD-BE
KILLER DRESSES AS.
-

AFTER THIS...

1T WAS IV THE FIRST AND.
LAST

omy. o
FIGHT. HUS LRST FIGHT WHEN
CAPTAIN WARRIOR HIT HIM
ACROSS THE MOSE .

/)

VHO DRESSES UP
LIKE A MONSTER AND
MAKES THINGS RIGHT.

A DEVOUT CATHOLIC , PEPPI
SPANDECK CAN'T SAY HE
APPROVES OF THIS BATHAN.,




PORTE-THEMANOR (S 11 T ha
THIS MINUTE IN CONSULTATION  SCREAMING AND FIGHTING.
Wi THE MUTANT LEADER, By apLicd
WHO HAS AGREED 70.MEET A A
HIM ALONE. MEANWAILE , THE 7O THINK THEY RE CRAZY--
Ii0R'S LEADERSHI L i ]
QUOTIENT HAS SOARED--

ACUSE ME.

Z HEAR A MERVYS GIGGL,
AND AN ANIMAL GROWL.
7 He

R

R RSA

s
RS

<







THarS RIGHF-WEVEGOoT  SOVIET DESTROYERS HAVE
POLICE VIDEDTAPE OF

HEY, SWEET\ NV/ZE
comiv, MAN-- PIECE~WE | PLANS.
THE MAYOR'S MURDER! WATERS OFF CORTO MALTESE . | some AIECE -, GOT ALANS
ONLY ON CHANNEL THO! AT, IV GOTHAM. =
(£ SQUEAMISH. 1, LOOKS LIKE
STAY TUNED. IIPENDING WAR-- AS
THE CITY GIRDS [TSELF
FOR THE MUTANT ATTACK.

IF THERE ARE ANY QUITE A LOT, MASTER
A FRIGHTENED SILENCE HAS — MEMBERS OF THEMUTANT | BRUCE. T FOLLOWS
FALLEN OVER GOTHAM. ORSANIZATION LISTENING,; | THAT YOUR JUDGMENT
S/LENCE BROKEN ONLY BY PEASE--PLEASE -~ WE MAY BE IMPAIRED.
THE UREENT WARDS OF ARE STILL OPEN 70 W
DEPUTY MAYOR - EXCUSE GO

ME--MAYAR STEVENSON. ...

A\ mi
SHE'S SMART,
SHE'S BRAVE .,

BUT THE

WAR 60ES
ow.




..PLEASE...

I DON'T CARE
HIS

MOTHER'S

PREGNANT! =

HE'S OV TIME

>W UL

o

301403 30

GBMOlZaMM(D%

REE ™

T WILL BE MEEK'S BEFORE
READY FOR DIRECT
Wﬂa WITH THE EVEMY,




AIN'T FAN. WHAT

PIPE, CHICKEN LE? | WE MURNTS.! ) APE, SPUD
WHAT'S THIS




1'VE ALWAYS wﬁNrEn 0 BE
THE KIND OF COP YOI
1 (‘AN T U
HOW You CAN sum
A VIGILANTE

You'D gusT
THINK T'M
GENILE, YINDEL

HEARD OLD FOSSILS,
LIKE ME TALK ABOUT

SINCE THEN, ARESIZENTS HAVE
COME AND GONE , EACH ONE
SEEMING SMALLER, WEAKER...

THE BEST OF THEM LIKE “
FAINT £CHOES OF
ROOSEVELT....
ESUS, I'M f
TALKvNe o0
MUCH.

FACTIS, WE Y
MOSTLY LIE

HELL, WE WERE SCAREL R

WERE FLING, WE mouenr 4

TAPNESE HAD TA

s, wE |7u7N 'T EVEN
N ARMY. 5O THERE WE

WERE LYING IN BED PULLING

THE SHEETS OVER OUR M2

- AND THERE WAS ROGSEVELT,

ON THE RADID, STRONS AND

SURE, TAKING FEAR AND

TURNING IT INTO A FIGHTING
7.

Z

ALINOST VERNIGHT

WE 440 OUR ARNY.
gl

A FEW YEARS BACK, T WAS
READING A NEWKS MAGAZINE
--A LOT OF PEOPLE WITH A
LOT OF EVIDENCE SAID THAT
ROOSEVELT ANEW PEARL
WAS GOING TO
| ATTAckep--

-AND THAT

WASN'T PROVEN, THINGS LIKE
THAT NEVER ARE. 1 COULDN'T
STOP THINKING HOW

HORRIBLE THAT WOULD BE..

. AND HOW PEARL
Was wHAT cor us

HEWAS T DON'T SEE
T00 BIG...) WHAT THIS HAS TO




I
s H»; % mmr YHE/D
7eREZ A _THERE, Jim
—\ ~— \

THEY CAN'T
BE ARRESTED,

HOW ABOUT A |

WIFE? cOT A

SUNVEET LITTLE
> &







| mwiﬂ;i 1




-~ BUT MO FORCE
oA /1] MOVE WIS LEFT ARM.







THE MUTANTS ARE DEAR THE

MLITANTS ARE HISTORY. THIS.

15 THE MARK OF THE FUTURE.
GomHAm

JUST AS I PREDICTED--THE WE RE NOT TALKING ABOUT BATIAN? T M ALAIN TIRED
% LETTING THE MUTANT LEADER HEARING ABOLT HIM,
GO. ONCE HE 15 MOBILE
HE WILL BE ARRAIGNED -~ |8 LET THINGS STOP HIM OR
70 SEE IF HE 15 FIT 10 | JUST LET THINGS GO THE
STAND TRIAL , OR THE J
VICTIm OF MENTAL ILLNESS. COUNT TOO.

THE PRESIDENT IS CONCERNED,
You CAN BANK ON THAT, PAL .
so

£5) BUT DON'T EXPECT HIM TO
CIIM/,VILS, INSTEAD OF  JUMPING N ON GOTHAM 'S
AR THIS OWN FINE MAYOR AND
yor/ w/wr o BLAME GOVERNOR, VO, SIR. THIS IS
BATMAN? AMERICA.

CITY BELONGS 1O
THE BATMAN.

5 SURROUNDED
Ev SINFULNESS AND
TERROR, WE MUST NOT

BECOWE 50,
THAT WE TAKE SATAN'S

METHODS AS CUR OWN.




LETIE TELLYOU MY SECRET. .. THEY TELL /ME I W HANDLING  THEY WONDER HOW I CAN
17 WELL-- MY RETIREMENT,  LEAVE IT BEHIND WITHOUT AT
SEEMS EVERVBODY || THAT /S - - THEY SMILE AND LEAST A MONTH OR TWO OF
WANTS 70 kiow STARE AT ME, A LITILE 700 FEELING USELESS.
HOW CURIOUS

> = ELLEN
DE

COMMISSIONER
OF POLICE

7 > .
WHEN I THINK OF BRUCE-AND ... WHEN T THINK OF BRUCE Z ow'7 BE SEEING Him
THEN, I WISH THEY HADN'T  AGAIN. I MEAN, SURE, 7 LL

SEE HIM--HE S THAT CLOSE

LIFE WILL BE EASIER NOW. I

WON'T FEEL LIKE DAD TOAN ~ WHAT HE'S IN FOR...7 DON'T

ENTIRE CITY OF SOULS. T THINK HE CAN POSSIBLY KNOW  RETIRED ME. HE'S FINISHED.

Wwon'T, EVERY HOW MUCH I BENT AND AND THERE'S NO WAY 70 70 POLITE, BUT I M OUT OF

SINGLE ONE OF MY CHILDREN,  BROKE THE RULES FOR HIM, TELL HIM THAT, THE PICTURE NOW. 07 OF
THESE YEARS... HIS PICTURE.

7 WAS GOING 70 TELL YOU MY
SECRET. THE ONE T'LL TELL
BAMGUET--







B 0 0 K T H R E E

HONT THE Dark BNichT



GLOB
OF s, EMPTY THE
N\ R RECASTER-
M OR MY BULETS WILL TEAR
THROUGH YOUR 80/,
BREAKING IT INTO MOIST,
GOOEY LUmPS.

THAT'S IF T
DON'T GIVE WITH

A SURRISE FROM
UP THE S/EEVE,

YOUR BOXS-- USED TO BE
| HUAVIS, HUH? GUESS SINCE
0| THEIR Bass cor His 4ss
FLATTENED THEY'LL WORK
FOR







WELL, T POV'T THINK THAT'S
0 -- My

DIFFERENCES . WE MA)

Y
SEE SOME SPARKS FLY. TOM?

GET HER INTO
THE ALLEY. DONOT
LET HER 25 YOU.

SORRY, GUIS. TM THE
GOVERNOR, GOT A WHOLE
STATE TO LOOK AFTER. T
TRUST THE JUDGHENT

OF THE MAXOR OF GOT
CITY IMPLICITLY.

THAT WE MAY, LOLA.
WELL BE RIGHT BACK,
45 Pk

73
BRINGS US A STORY
id

VoW HOW ABOUT.
THAT SMARTLY DRESSED
YONGSTER /N THE
oy row

JUOSMENTS. DON'T ASK
ME T0 INTERRERE WITH
THE DECASION-MAKING

R, PRESIDENT- - WE RE ALL

AND 50 THE BATMAW 8uck
15 PRSSED-- 1O EULEN

WGSIONER TONIGHT.
WILL SHE FULFILL HER FROMISE

70 1SSUE AN AGREST WARRANT
FOR THE BATMAN




T0m, SUNALOWER STWAISH
HAS OPERATED HIS CORNER
NEWESTAND FOR FIFTEEN
YEARS. HES MEVER SEEN
THE LIKE OF WHAT STRUCK

AVENUE THIS

EVEVING . HAVE XU, MR,

STANDKSH 2

NOT WTHOUT REID. I HEAN,

NO--I OW'T SEEIT. MY
MAGAZINES AND,

“-THEM I SAW, BLOWING LIKE
LEAVES. BUT I DDV T SEE /T,
17 WAS 700 FAST:~ 1T WAS
FHSTER THAN AYTHING.




Z DIDN'T DO ANYIHING
ANCTHER BIZARRE e
INCIDENT=-THIS ONE N THE Lo W/msa; o
soa;wsvg;;,” Y SUBWAXS ARE DAMGEROLS.
B e e,
BYRON BRASSBALLS LD YOU THAT. SO THERE I WAS,
REPORTERS... e

THEY RE READY 1O ML
WHAT 2....0%, SURE. THE

HEY-~HE STARTED [7. AND IT
WAS A5 CRUTEHES THAT

TRIPPED MM 242, BABE -~
WHATZ.. YOU BET HE YELLED.




AVEN'T SEEN A POCTOR YET, .. YES, 1 AW RELIGIOUS, BUT T'VE
GOT THE DECENCY 10 KEEP 1T/N
CHURCH. THEN I HEARD THE
SCREAM OF TWISTING MEDAL-
G. 7HAT WP

KICKED LIP 700 MUCH SOOT PEOPLE BITEHING. FINVAL
SPENT A SECOND LISTENING 10 Soor sermév.
THAT BESGAR PRAY LIKE AN I1OT...

.. AND THERE IT WAS--
THE 7RAIN, T MEAN -~ /75
FRONT END CRUSHED /WMWARD,
LIKE IT RAN INTO SOMETHING.
WELL , SOVEING..

SOMETHING MORE

POWERFUL THAN A
Lacomomve,
RIGHT, Tom 2

AT PANIC.
WHATEVER /TS, 17’6
LOCALIZED-- AND MOVVG
ACRGSS GOTHAM'S 5007
SWE..




4 TOMORROW MORNING .
Bl | my pLAce. STAY oUT
= | OF MYWAYUNTIL
THEN




E BODIES OF A AUSHER AND -

JUNKIE ROUND ARCKED 7O 73

S A WEST VD * WEMI/YM/W.SIA’EWW

£ TS ARE HISTORY, TH
TENEMENT, MEMBERS OF THE 15 THE MARK OF THE, H/IME
DBANDED MUTANT GANG ARE | | GOTHAM CITY BELONGS TO
CARRYING OLT THER THREAT 1O THE BRTMAN.

HAS BEEN A NEWS SIX SAECHL. | sc'mms NDERWORLD.

WTESE CRISIS HAVE MILITARY COMMITIENT ” THIS
BroEy BON.

D0 NOT EXPECT ANY pamans cvemsnry. NOW, I KNOW THAT'S SOMETHING
ATRCCITY 16 OUR a
.,.,/ J!cf TOVIGHT. ww
US 16 THE PORL el
e soeiose 0 1T APPUIES, DESEITE WY ALERTING
1MPRCT OF THE BATMA g THE CITY 0 THE INEVITABLE
R BARTHOLOVEW WOLPER. CONGEGUNES -~

~-JOTHING HAS BeN PONE

10 STOP IS PSYCHOSOCIAL

TMRECTION. BATMAY SHOULD
0

Be
RESAONS/BLE FOR EVERY







-~ WAS

Q ot

.. JAMES GORDON

DRAWS A FOND

CHIKLE FRom
THE AUDIENCE...

4’7'541}"/2‘ QRUOTE HER
RECORD /N THE
L e
Wit 5 5 PSRt 10
HER. RATHER, 1 DFER MY
SIMPATHY, IN THE KNOWLERSE
OF WHAT SHE FACES,

IF You
osasey,

-- STILL, YOU MADE YOURSELF /25/BLE
TO BRUNO. 1 WILL NOT TOLERATE
IMGUBOROINATION -

. THE HALL 16 SILEVT]

THE BEST Yo CAN HOPE
18 7HAT WHEN YOU RE

SHE FACES A CITY OF THIEVES.
AND MURDERERS AND HONES
PEOPLE 0O FRIGHTENED 1O
m SHE FACES LIFEAND-
RECASHNS, EVERY

WA’ ’acmfé 50115 e

70 THE ONLY
SOLID LEAD T'VE
GOT LEFT, ROBIN.,
7 AMAN



FIGURE WEVE
DONG
STRAIN. SR
ARURUSE FOR HERE FOR
TAMES GORPON. 2£55 THAN
THREE
YEARS.

DESPITE GOTHAN'S ALAGUE OF

I BELIEVE OUR OMLY

R THE BATNAY

DER FOR THE BATN
CHARGES OF BREAKING
ENTEROING, RESANT AND
4 OF A VIGKANTE. GAITERY, CREATING A
THERERORE, AS YOUR PULICE PUBLe MENACE -~
carnmssioneR--




TR OF ENTERPINMENT |
TOMORROW

NIGHT WiTH R,
R WESENHEINER, THE
WET HAMBURGER BUN

CONTEST, AVD.
BROUGHT A LOT OF SMLES
TO THE WORLD 6O O BE2.

A MAN WS

“ AMERICAN Aw TAGES
.. THE RESCUE TEA/ WITH THE MEDIR oM. sﬂfizjﬁﬁﬂfv 74
IGHIED BATHAN AT THE AGAINST /HE JOKERS Al e . RESPONSE 70 TREATMENT
SCENE... APREARANCE O THE DRVID OF THEIR MEMBERS /N THE
WOINE SHW.., RECENT LIBYAN INCIPENT...




AND SAY
T, ARENT)OU? [




NOBODY CAN MAKE

You O ANYTHING You

DON'T WANT 10 DO,
CLARK,

= N
... WELL, LET ME TELL YOU ... AND THOSE CUTE LITILE CORID
| MALTESE FEOPLE , THEY WRNT

1N0BODYE RUNNING OFF )
HALF-COCKED, WO SIR... BUT | |US THERE, You ASK
THEN... MEANWAILE, DON'T
FRET.. WE VE GOT GO0 OV

| |0 ]
OUR SIDE. .. OR THE NEXT
|(BEST THING, ANYWAY.. HEA....







EV;W DON'T FORGET

ALL SET FOR s

TONIGHT. JUST | :
23

LIKE You
- WANT IT.

THE RESTOF X THAT MANIAC IS NOT
GETTING AWAY-- AND /
NEITHER IS THE
BATMAN.

YoU WILL JOIN

-~ ATV - RAOT WAVES,
POUNONG THE SO
AMERIAN CORST -~

AND, SHOULD MISS
AELLY WAVE BETTER
WAYS 10 SPEND HER

EVENING 2

m—mrm,ﬂ’ 15 FOSSIALE |

2 mwmxaymfww
TUST WATEH THE SHOW.
YOULL SEE HOW ARRNLESS M)
PIENT 5=~ HES rriid




IF ANYTHING
GOES WRINME,

JUST SAY |
BOGSTERS NTO | 11's 1oleE
THE MIKE . ACTWATED.
COMAUTERS. YoU

WOULDN'T
UNDERSTAND.

YINDEL'S SERIOUS ABOUT THAT 2

ARREST ORDER. BUT T THINK ” . YES. HAVE WE cor
SHE'S IN FOR A SURARISE A LUNGBLSTER
WHEN SHE SICS AR/CE ON KNOW OF A sHow
ME. THEY 'LL SEE US SOON...

ol
THIS THING
PACK A

Gt

.. PEOPLE ZHOULD

HAF ZEX LD ZEX

VD ZEX -- ALl ZE
TIE, DAVID....



HIT THE
Alaons.




HE'S TWICE YOUR AGE,
BOY. FIND THE HERVE,







R,
THE WG MY,

YOU RE A1 70 HAVE THIS IS A
SENSITVE

THE
BUT I THINK YU 'VE BEEN DU,

HOLONG CUr oV

us.

#e.am.. || amem: or. | [vesoes.my |[ omowmar | [ v, 2L
HE'S TUST,. AER--Y0U | | PATIENT 1S 1z 26 SEXUAL RS . YOU'RE RIGHT,
AH. HAF BLEMMED || A VICTm OF NATURE UF REPRESS/ION, --2I5 6 WE musT
7eyme 1o || 2 sammav s maw's. o 4 nor resman
ZESE REYEHCSIS, PZYCHOSIS? CARSE. TERABLE OURSELVES.
THE KILUNGS ZnG...
NS ves?




VD ZEX
Lz




COMMISSIONER-~
1T THE JOKER -~
HE'S K/LED SOME -

Booy! P




JOKER FREE --
HUNORERS DEAD.
AFTER

THIS.







. URGING THE PUBLIC NOT 1O
S

..THO HUNORED AND SIX THE JOKER REFORTEDLY USED.

- WHTAKE ME , MERKE! WERE SLAN DURING THE HIS DEADLY SMILE GBS

ALL S L JOKER'S ESCAPE FROM THE  ON THE CROWD. COMMISSIONER

Vo YINOEL RERUSED 7O COMVENT

ON THIS, OR ON THE EGCAPE
OF THE , WHICH LEFT
TWELVE POLICE OFFICERS
HOSOTALIZED. ..

YOU SHOULON'T |
HAVE Come
GACK,

LIPSTICK. YU ARE_«
GRATEFUL Z.. 7=\




THE SHOPLIFTER 5 SA1D
SN CARRING

..THE SOM6 OF THE
BATMAN HAVE STRUCK 70 HAVE BEEN C:
AEAIN. IN FROVT OF A SEVERAL MAGAZ!
DOZEN WITNESS: AND A CANDY BAR...

Y ACCOSTED A £ REPORT NO
SHOPLIFTER AND.. ENOENCE 70 DIRECTLY

OPPED HIS HANDE LINK THE SATMAN TO
ot THESE CRIME:

WHERE'D You
LEARN ABOUT
COMPUTERS, ROBIN?.

HAD TO LEARN
SamEPING

THERE'S SOMETHING YoU

HAVE 1O 20 FOR ME,

CONGRESSIMAN. LISTEN
CLOSE

MARRIED MAN.

THIS UNIT HAS 2
/4 QUIET--I'M HES STUL UP 7T
3 o connas. / 3 PICKING DRESSED IN NCTHING BUT
¥ : - SOMETHING / 2
— up-- OMERESSMAN NOCHES
PLEADING FOR A FULL
MALEAR STOUE N
CORTD MALTESE




OHALLORAN, MAAM
SIXTH PRECINCT. _
WHAT VE WE 60T ?

o







JUST PICK
THAT LOCK
LIKE T TAUGHT,




... HALF MY
FRIENRS LL BE
THERE...

\

gy / ’
k) ’ \




%3
MAVY OF
THE Heaws

VEMES










STANGS AT 25 CON 771k

A HERRTBERT FROM PEADY-

MENT " WE RE PRINED, SAXS
LOCKHE

APPRENENDED WHILE
NG O ROKSAV THE
COTHAM) RESERVOIR WERE
FORIMER MEMBERS OF THE
4 THER Sk
WAS PUINTED CHALK WAITE,
THER HAIR DYED GREEN.

LANA, YOU RSTOVISH ME.
FHTE POLICENVEN
ﬂMf»fz/:fpn,w/A/ﬁeWS

NG 70 THIS
s it How
AVYONE CAN THINK OF A
PEFACTO. /»4}’;’ %3 ‘REK" As




TENYEAR CAPIZNA -~
MW, OF ALLTINES...

'L 4"'@

SURE THE




ER? FEELS.
ONE..LIKEITE
WRITTEN ALL

COMSIDERIVG EVERY
POSS/BLE METHD...
TRERSLIIME EAH
WACNARY PN,







2
m/\o,_f >
WHO GAVE THIS PG

THE RIGHT 10 DECLARE

| /7.5 4 WiR,
MCRRIE - THOUGH
; HE SEEMS 10 BE THE AL L, A
ONLY OVE WiTH Baces LAST I HEARD, THAT
w || 7kes av serae
SO CONBRESS.

ENousH 70 FEHTTT.




.. AS A SHIELD AGAINST
POLICE GLVARE.
COMING 1P~ COMMISSIONER

N ROLICE MEDIA RELATIONS VoL SAVES THE

DIRECTOR LU GALLAGHER. COVERNOR FROM
BATMAN HAS BEEN SIGHTED ||| LITERALLY STRANGLING
HIMSELF WITH RED TAPE..

USING 4 YOUNG BOY..




THEY TELL IE THE SONVE
OF THE GATMAN BROKE
UP A THREE CARO

M7V GANE THIS
MORNING , LANA. WITH
WAPAN,

WHY WASN'T BaTman

DOWE SOMETHING

ABOUT THOSE LLMATES?

UNLESS, OF COURSE,
HE APPROVES....




--OUT OF BULLETS -~

GOT ASHOT -- ACE

THE BOMB -- EASY
SHOT--

g
--REAL GOOD, CARRIE -~
LUNCHROOM OR WHAT
--LIKE YOU'VE GOT ALL
NIGHT--

A w#"‘
olle




o - L9
O --/7 AP
i
~-EVERYBaDY'S (M 13
SEREANNG -~
G 9




g- = ’

THEN HES RIGHT -~ -~ THEY SCRAMBLE
RIGHT ON 70P OF | --so mueh oF |
ME=- M HES AiL | --#1s manzs B |
| VR mE-- |- -MYE“ ALl \ o B
e" 7




. HES 7R
1544’7' W

--AND BATHAN HAS BEEN
SEEN -~ HE AND THE




... THAT You
DION'T HAVE
THE MERVE....

... WHATEVER'S IV
HIM RUETZES AS
1T LEAVES.
... THE SIRENS ECHO
THROUEH THE TUMVEL ...
TIRES SCREECH. ..
w0 THE WORLD.
0 /8 GROWNG
BRK. ...







~ The Dant Kt Fos




THAT 'S RISHT; CAPTAIN--
COMMSSIOVER GOT
TIRED OF WAITIMS. TOOK
A SQUAD IN MERSELF.

--GOT THE MR
SEAUED

END =
NO #AY THEY'LL
GET PAST US -~



POUM

I"l.‘

Q{?-ﬁ
gy

W g™~







<1 HE SEENS COMTOENT
--WHAT THE - THAT 5
NOT OVE OF MRS -~
COMIMG RIGHT A7 LS -~
Bk, you 1ovor -
BANK-

Wiy
oo Wiz




E ROOF
LANDS ON
THE SWAT
TE
‘




GOTHAM CITY WILL MO BY ATTACKIVG GOTHAM'S

P
LONGER TALERE THIS PAE, BATMANY RS
AGOWVT VIDLATIOV REVEALED HIMSELF RS AV
OF THE LAW--THIS UNKUALIFIED MEHRE. I
VIOLENT RESAULT ON THE HAVE INSTRUCTED THE
VERY LHASQyWYA
OF OUR SOCIETY....




... THE JOKERS B0DY

YoU CAN SAY WHAT YOU DOW'T HAVE TO HEAR
WaNT. YOU CAN THE STAKIMG SOUNRS
AL HIM WHAT o
WANT. You DON'T
HAVE 70 WALK
DOVIN AVENUE D AT
NIGHT.

S50 NOW HE'S GIEELMGE
HE'S 7URNED OV

0 pR7

AND HES THE King wHO

HURTS . I WeH

THEY WERE RARE. HE

GAVE HMSELF. AN
EXCUSE. ..




O NOT EXPECT ANY ... THE 20085 OF 755 THEY RE YOumsER THAN
FURTHER STATEMENTS. THE [ THE (MUanres ;’m Gy e srce W 1OUD PINK-THE N
4 , AVYWAY. COUL
SONS OF THE BATMAN 0O 6 THE MARK OF THE F/TURE, AGAYIN. JEF SIPHE | /’;/
C/TY BELONGS 1O
THE BATIAN.




P P Z WAS CLEARING OUT THE RESSTER
- BUT I GETTING AHEAD. =) WHEN THAT OFF-OUTY COP CAVE
OF ., [T ALL SIRRTED ¥ ve, THE BACK.
WHEN THREE MIeNS CAME =

INTO THE STORE. WHATZ.. 5,

0. R
THE NIXONS ARE THE
WEWEST SANTER

ITINT AN,
WHICH EXPERTS BELIEVE
WHEN THE




YINDEL'S REQUEST
WAS CuT SHORT BY
A conk7

- /MMFRS,
OF THEMN. 1F THERE (VT
ROOM 1N THE AL, THEY
SHOULD BE RH:/R/VEP »
THE CARE OF




o

THIS TME 175 A&Ms
m‘r

N mers mf/ﬁ(/&f
NH our mar irsw'r w e
SECTION. /T




LOLA CHONG ARG~ BE CAREFLL B/ TELL THAT TO
GIVes Goop Nev/s el i e
THIS (S ONVE sl -~
THERE ARE NO MDEATIONS:
THAT TS 15 PART OF 4
UL -SCAL %

HOLDIT... WE VE JusT STIL COUATNG, LOLA . AT THE VERY LERST, THANKS FOR THE B9H,
GOWENWORDIHHTHS BUT IT6 4 84S O 5'- A2 WILL BE LAvE - AN, BUT WE'LL ALL
A COMVENTIONA ALY MEGATVWASE -- THE //RES MISHT

A/z/czf,aﬂ Wﬂkﬂfﬂp- »Wé WITH PYESIL COMUTER || SEREAD 70 MANVLAND
SWITEH You Mow 1D .

--GIVE THE
2p.-

o,




T

YOU HEARD IT HERE /7R5T
THE WARHEAD HRS

SameHoW
OWERTED -~ T WILL.
EXPLODE 74
IN-- WHAT 'S THE NAME
OF THAT ESERT 2.

MIGHT NOT BE

4
[y

0

3
ve
¥ )
(/\%
/%)
&

— A
<
WHAT
THE
HEY.. DEVIL..,
D¢
Z
7 )
<






THAT, OR A S,
KIND OF NUKE THAT

You'll vever get:
1o read this letter.
i1l bum up with me
rbit Wed have o defense.,
noway fo refaliate.

2 & 77 W e oo hore we have
o N e fﬁ%e decision

Whe 1
e e,

N,

-~ SINCE WAYNE MANOR'S
(W HAS'T KIGKED ¥+ AND.
ROBINS WAIEH HRS STNPED.




MRy --THEY 'RE
HANIMG - GET

ZomW THERE -~




LISTEN TO ME-- THERE'S.

AOWAY YOU RE GETTING
T OF Ht




NOTICE ALL
THE STALLED
CARS.

HELPLESS - THIS IS
OUR cHaNcE
0 2925
GOTHAM -~

WITH ALL THEIR

FULED GRS NASS.

PEOPLE ARE JUST
STARTING 70







/7% ouer

115 ot







CAN'T SUE HER - CANT
TEUL [F SHE'S ALVE OR--

| --I M RUNNVING AROUNG WITH

=G0 ANYTHING
W /HE/E s4s

-~SOME OLD W

CRAHS AT ME

YoU HEAR
AARSES

~

You KNoW

SLICE AN
ZIcE MAN--




( 1M SURE YoU'RE




2AUH.

22
LT PLERSE,
LASTEN TO THEM.







TRY NOT 10 JUDGE THEM NONE OF US CAN LOOK
TOO AARSHLY. T WAS BACK ON THAT NIGHT
A cRAZ TEST, FOR W WITHOUT SHAHE. EVEN
ALL OF US BERRE ITALL.... T WAS
AND, WE WEARPED IN MYSELF.
; SEE, L HAVE

THEN T NOTICED Hi
#V CONFUSION -- AND
TE s Al
WITH WIE - SEEMED 10 FALL ACRC
(BERAELY, A i K S/ THE ENTIRE 77,
TAKING 7HE TB% ' g 1 qurm\

Rom My
EVENING WRLK..

WHEN 1T SHRUAED,
7 BLamep THEBOY.
7R UL, T
canvmgean Him..

2.1 Was s, =N \ M BARELY

00 YoU SrEcT NG OUT OF /1 5;%9/% ey
T HAPPENED 10 B UP ; - g THERE
AGAINST A G172/ OF X }2'05
KNOCKS ME RLAT--

THE &a78. BUT I'VE
COT PROBLEMS OF
my o

8&175:: c 4LL YHE
1'D HEARD ABOUT \> 4@54',  AND uAKE

Hy ApRLE
FEELS LKETTS
SRk E -~
Soncsory &
GG 0 GET
sup--




I M BARELY.
ON M)
WHEN THAT GIRL.

THE BRASHAY BUILDING....

... 1 GUESS WE
WERE 20647 IT

wi
PLANE TO FALL
ON GOTHAM

THE EXPLOSION, T
HT. -

...AND WHEN
THE C4RS STARTED
GOING UP.

705
4 % e (

OH, RIGHT, THE <02,
LISTEN, 1'VE #evze
BROKEN THE LAW-- NOT
IN ANY WAY THAT L0V,

AND IT WASN'T £ WHO

GUESS T JUST LOST
1...1'D BEEN
HAVING M/EHTNARES
ABOUT THE BOMB...
READ £/2 ON IT A LOT.

...AND WHEN THE
LASHITE WENT OUT..

...WELL. T KNEW IT HAD TO
BE THE LLECTRAMAGVETIE
AUSE... AND ALL THE
BooKks SAY THAT'D

ONLY HAPPEN DURING

A FULL-SCALE SXCHAMIE...

AND WHEN T

GROW 42 SameBary’
WAS GOING TO GET HIS
GUN. AE SURE DIDN'T
HAVE ANY USE FOR IT,

THAT A/EST,

HE DIDN'T s6£
IT MY WAY...




HEY--YOU WEREN'T 7HERE.
COULD BARELY S5£
THROUGH ALL THE M
--WAS SURE T HEARD
SHELLNG., =
T WAS THE END
THE P#ORLO-- AND
HAD A

EXCUSE... [ WAS IN
W THE 257 OF THEM,
SHOVING, YELLING ABOUT

.. WHEN WE RAN INTO
amomeR

GOTTEN THE SAME 2.

LOOKED L
CLEANED THE WHOLE
S7ARE OUT <

--AND WANTED IT ALL
FOR THENSELVES.

CROWD THAT'D

BIRES PRE FRTE
APRE DEAITNENT..
WHY T mYMV/Wxs WE
HAD QURSELVES TO LOOK
WE WERE HEADING
RS ON CHELSEA -

HIT THE GRave

e

ONE OF THEM MADE A
MOVE FOR THE &V, HE
WAS BlAck- T NO
RAC/S7, BUT T THOUGHT
HE MIGHT HAVE A AW/FAE,

/1 DID WHAT
A







LAUSHS, WHENEVER THEY
G473 THAT LUNATIC, HE'LL
HEAR FROM MY A77296E)

175 oMLY O E
IV THE WHOLE
AEH. W/I’ m

WHEN HE ZALALD-

&apman, T MEAN

i
WAS.... IT'S HARD TO
DESRBE... THERE W
SOMETHING IN HIS }/“’4’:’

ANYWAY, HE

’ Tow us ,‘vE SOULD

SPEND THE NIGHT
TIED £72-- OR HELP
FIGHT THE FIRE... /

HE JUST 456
| IV HIs SAOLE
LIKE AN OLD #4H...




THEN HE STRAIGHTENS
P AND SRNS AT ME LIKE
s

AFTER THE A8 \.EFY THE
EXPLOSIONS
THE /@55 WERE éVfA’)’-

WHERE.,
.1 WAS BARELY
CONSCIOUS... IF NOT
FOR THE &% 1

TURNS our

AR
HAD GONE
70 THE
GROCERY
STORE.

SUPPLIES, THE BOY PASSED
THEM AROUND.

HE WAS AT MY
SIDE TILL

f//f Wfﬁqﬂ!ﬂ 7s |
15l
A 54/»/4»4 arr
W




LOLA, THE SOVIET ON THAT PUSE-- COV'T LOLA, THE PULSE WAS THEY SURE HAVE,
CHPBRIMGER

WAS M/SE OUR SAECHAL ONLY THE BEGIMVING. CARLA, AND SO
DESIGNED 7O TOVIGHT - - YOUR WEATHER PRTTERNS HAS MY WAROROBE.
THE EMVIROVIMENTAL. FAVORITE STARS ARE ACRASS THE HEWSPHERE THIS 1S THE COLPEST
OF, = RSKED " WAERE HAVE BEEN COMALETELY DAY OF THE YEqR.
MALEAR WAR. FIRST b4 LIGHTS DISRUPTED -~ DON'T K/
1T GENERATED THE RUSE WENT DUT2 " CARLA 2 WHAT 70 WEAR
THAT BLACKED OUT - THESE DAYS...

-~ CREATING A LAk
loud THAT CVERS
THE AMERCAS,
BLOTTING OUT THE SUpY--
DEPRIVING US OF L1657
LL MR AND AR
LETME BRING
HIM IN
AUNE...

was

.. COMPUTER AALUIRE
RESAONSIBLE FOR THE
SWKING OF THE U,
U o NUCLEAR SUBMARVE
MYSTERIOUS , MAN. VRLIANVT, FPE/
W OUT OF Aelscwy-- | SOURCES

ENTAGON
ESPECIALLY LA7EL). DASCLOSED




W - MAN, THEY
AAVE TO KILL

.. NOTHING WE
CAN'T HANDLE |
FOLKS,

WE RE STILL

AND I M STIL
RESIDENT.

SHE HAS DECADES

A\
(GHT THERE -~ /N THAT
DS, LT 0 HeR,

swms--/snu e
REASON I NEE

I ALWAY& AVEW IT'D
DOWN TO

THE PRESIAENT 1S,
/mmsepzwxw»uefm/
(| zom; mecesy remonve
et an-
VORI ACENCIES
AGAINST OUTBREAKS OF
VIOLENCE AND LO0TINES....

o NEW YORK, CHYERGO,

%S -~ El ngy
ANERSC
CiMs/ﬂ//v THE G/Z/P oF

THATS RIBHT, LOLA,
| THANKE 70 THE BaTHAN
AL V6/LA/V7£

Gz, GO z//ws STREETS.




. WHEN YoU came FOR
TE.... IV THE CAVE...,

... IN THE PAST WEEK , z
SHENTY THREE VIeK, WARS TUsT SH YEARS
2.

P o

LOOTERS HAVE BEEN

Arrk/&/rm BY WITVESSES
Mm/v ANV HS

B
e OF HUNTING ., wocr
TS D, SOMMISSINER YKL

o/v THE Cﬂﬁﬂéé Wﬁr
PBLICE HAVE
W/VG

RUMORS FLY-- ARMY
HELICOPTERS HOVER
OVER 7/45 Empry
STREENS OF CRMMIE
4{{5 -—AS 7HE A
MLLTARY ERRART TO
GA/’/L/Rf THE BRmran--

- AND EVERYTHING
Y MOTHER WAS
STRUCK THE PAVEMENT
RS A Bloopy wAp.

A8 7000RS HAVE
fl/ﬂ('(/ﬂffp THE SLum
Ao As e

ANATION
m

Cakéeﬂss HAS BEEN

ALATLY. P!Mfo

~=OR (& THIS THE FINAL
BATRZE BETWEEN TWO
7777045 -= THE LAST
STAND FOR THE GAPED
CRUSADER




S —
THEY LEAVE A MHE
IN THE CaRBAY

EVERYTHING'S IN A2/ 77,
BOS5. LIKE MAYBE IT'S
7//”5 Vou roLo /VIE THE

. SOMETHING
SCRAMBLING

KENT.
5 P 70
e 7o
FINVL

D HIm--

HED HAVE 70
BE AT

DODGE THEM.

Strange 1o Hink of that

Pﬂ/ﬂ{z//ar f/e////tq/ m{yp
Than FORTY YEARS

= aster Bruce wis | }
| bu? NivE years o,
ang @ETieSs, 75,
fe dliags z;/as,



THE CHRRGE couLo
SINK A ERITLESH




| --carive FROM MY
TANW--OR SHATTERING
LIKE EVERY WINOOW OV
THE BLOCK -
<

N
[ zov'7 oroe Aow--
| THE MIGHT 1S YOG - 2
\[ 0 7 HAvE--50
|| ek 74 m;o
[~ )

"VES"- - You ALWAYE SAY
YES-- 7O ANYONE WITH.
| 4 gacee--ORA FLAG-
—— -no
soop




KENT DISABLED SOME.
HEAYY HARDWARE,
SIR-- ARINEAEST
ALLOY SURFACE -~
--SIR--IT'S
SHUNG -




| gsreme ror
Wz GHT

IRENTE TA K
You 70

r—

WRIST, . CRUSHED,
/&S NOVING. .. WITH

LIFE OF THEIR OMZ¥.







e WATER MAIN--

WHOLE AREA:
?l SURROUNDED- L ‘. WE 2as7 THEN -~

i -- HEADING ACROSS
THE PIRKING L7~




...IN ALL THE
YEARS 10 Q€.

.. INYOUR




moor TRENALES,
beneath Areas
reer.

7/1: um(/ Turne raty

(155 /md/ ), 70
ding A
p///a/‘ a/ »’mm;




o)

.. CLOUD HAS ALINOST

WIWE MANR WAS.

szﬂAEP 8y A 55(«'/55‘
ALas/e

AB’HFf/VI[Y 8y WHWiS

w/zék, EOUND D
STROKE &77'
1E SCENE.

REPEATING THE WEEK'S AS THE CRIMEFIGHTER
70P STOR/ES -- THE. SUFFERED A Aae
SPECTACULAR CAREER ATTACK WHILE.
OF THE Barman BATTLIMG GOVERNMIENT
CANIE 70 A 746/ R3S,
CONCLUSION..

HE HAS BEEN
[DENTIFIED AS

FIFTY -FIVE YEAR OLD
BILLIONAIRE BrE
WA ; == AND HIS

. FLAMES DESTROYED
%ﬂnrsvge EVIDENCE

NTERNAL REVENUE
AGENTS INVESTIGATED
WAYNE 'S RECORDS ,
FINDING H1s EVERY
BNk AccanV;
amery, £V£RY sk
suo..




WHERE THE MO




HELL LEAVE ME
RETURN, I LL

b GOOD, Now
RIGHT, ALL GATHER ROUND.

7, BOSS, "
STAY QL/ET. WE HAVEN'T
- ¢ S cor ALL s
BOY .

THERE -- SEE.

THAT ZEDGE?,
GET A LAMP
UP THERE

. HERE, IV THE. Mﬂ[.SS
5'41/5 " gk sy

TIME HAS PASSED.

1T BEGINS A -- AV
Aoy - TO BRING
SEMSE 70 A WORLD.

PLAGLIED B
THAN 7#7EvEs Ave
AIROERERS....




